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MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST

It's Summer – Yet, Fall is On the Way!

On the surface, Mason campuses seem to be a bit quieter during the
summer months but the truth is faculty, staff and our administration all
are working hard to prepare for the upcoming academic year. As we
continue “to surface” from the depth of the early uncertainty of the
COVID crises, we have learned so much—including how we need to
adapt, and adjust, to the realities of the virus and its associated public
health challenge.  
 

Before we jump back into our regular routines next month, I want to preview a number of
upcoming events that will help each of us successfully and enthusiastically start the academic
year.

Faculty-Staff Enrichment Day
Faculty-Staff Enrichment Day (FSED), which brings faculty and staff together for professional
and personal growth, will be held virtually from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Friday, July 22. The
event will focus on the theme Renew, Refresh, Reimagine. FSED will include: Keynote speech
by executive career coach Stacy Campesi; Professional and personal development workshops;
A mix of collaborative and reflective activities; and Opportunities to network with other Mason
employees. For details and to register, visit the FSED website.
 
New Adjunct Faculty Success Workshop
The New Adjunct Faculty Success Workshop will be held Saturday, Aug. 13. The workshop is
designed to meet the unique needs and challenges that adjunct faculty face, to support
transition to campus, and to develop practical strategies for success with students. The day will
include a broad overview of working at Mason, introductions to important policies, and sessions
to enhance teaching skills for online and in-person classes. For a schedule overview and to
register, click here.

New Faculty Orientation
New Faculty Orientation is scheduled for Monday and Tuesday, Aug. 15 – 16. This year, it will
be held in-person in Horizon Hall. Orientation sessions cover a wide variety of topics, including
an introduction to Mason's campus culture, the inside scoop from colleagues on being new to
Mason, and hands-on workshops to enhance your teaching skills (for both online and in-person
classes). To ensure a smooth transition to the Mason community, all new full-time faculty
members are invited, and expected, to participate. For a schedule overview and to register,
click here.

Freshman Move-In and Student Convocation
Last year, many of us had the opportunity to meet our new students as they moved into the
residence halls. There was such excitement—especially after COVID had forced a near total
virtual educational experience for many of our new students. I again look forward to greeting
the incoming class Aug. 17 – 18. The Class of 2026 also is invited to attend the New Student
Convocation—an annual tradition that officially welcomes students to the Mason Nation—on
Friday, Aug. 19, in EagleBank Arena.

Patriots Thriving Together 
Students who have lived through the pandemic have additional needs that require many more
support networks outside of the classroom including faculty advisers, success coaches and
peer mentors, and the support of our university’s mental health professionals. This fall we will
bring back the Patriots Thriving Together campaign that will focus on difficult topics such as
suicide prevention, alcohol and substance abuse/addiction, domestic abuse, and getting the
help our students may need. We want everyone on campus to have the necessary resources to
be safe and healthy. I encourage you to work with my office, University Life, the Counseling and
Psychological Services Center, the Center for Well-Being and other Mason resources to ensure
that our students will thrive.

I hope you continue to enjoy your summer. I look forward to seeing you all again next month for
the start of the 2022 – 2023 academic year.
 
All the best.

Mark R. Ginsberg, Ph.D.
Provost, Executive Vice President and Professor
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NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS

The Office of the Provost

publishes a newsletter every

Wednesday. The Provost's

website contains an archive
of past newsletters. Submit

items to Pam Shepherd by

12:00 p.m. the Monday

before publication. Summer

publication dates include:

July 13

August 17 (first issue

of Fall 2022 semester;

weekly publishing

schedule resumes) 

JULY TRIVIA 

Be the FIRST person to
respond CORRECTLY
to all five questions in
our July quiz to win 

a summer gift basket
from University Life

that includes a Mason
T-shirt, Mason socks,

reusable straw,
frisbee, and other

great items!

Fill out the quiz

HERE.

COVID TESTING
CENTER DETAILS

Campus COVID
Testing Centers and
Hours of Operation

Fairfax Campus –
Surveillance Testing
Fenwick Library A Wing

(formerly MIX)   

M, T, W: 7AM – 5PM

Th: 9AM – 7PM

F: CLOSED

Fairfax Campus –
Diagnostic Testing
Peterson Health Clinic Drive-

up Station (diagnostic testing

for Mason faculty/staff only,

by appointment only)

M, T, W: 8 – 11AM

Th: 5 – 7PM

F: CLOSED

Mason Square –
Surveillance Testing
Hazel Hall, Rooms B1-13 

M, T: CLOSED

W: 1 – 5PM

Th, F: CLOSED

Sci-Tech Campus –
Surveillance Testing
Colgan Hall, Room 413 

M, T: CLOSED

W: 7 – 11AM

Th, F: CLOSED

More information about

testing is located here.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Meet Quentin Sanders: An Expert in
Exoskeletons and Prosthetics
In our last newsletter, we introduced you to one of Mason’s
newest faculty, Dr. Quentin Sanders, who holds a joint
appointment in the Bioengineering Department as well as the
Mechanical Engineering Department where he is on the forefront
of exoskeleton and prosthetic research and development. Be
sure to watch this video spotlight where Dr. Sanders
describes his work, his inspiration, and how he sees his research
impacting the future. 

UNIVERSITY NEWS

Gov. Youngkin Appoints Four
New Board of Visitors
Last Thursday, Virginia Gov. Glenn
Youngkin announced four new
appointments to the George Mason
University Board of Visitors:

Reginald Brown, Partner, Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Lindsey Burke, PhD, Director, Center for Education Policy
at the Heritage Foundation
Michael Meese, PhD, President, American Armed Forces
Mutual Aid Association
Ambassador Robert Pence (ret.), Chairman, The Pence
Group

Members of the Board of Visitors, the university’s 16-member
governing body, serve four-year terms. The four new members
replace Ignacia S. Moreno, Paul J. Reagan, Edward H. Rice, and
Denise Turner Roth.

Virginia House of Delegates
Honors Vera Lichtenberg's
Founding of the Mason Game
& Technology Academy
The Virginia House of Delegates
recently honored Vera Lichtenberg for
her founding of the Mason Game &

Technology Academy (MGTA), one of the largest youth STEM
programs in the U.S. which hosts students and school teachers
on Mason campuses each summer from around the glove.
Lichtenberg single-handedly created the curriculum, management
structure, and internal partnerships for the MGTA; she also
recruited faculty members and teaching assistants, secured the
labs, and marketed the MGTA to Virginia’s public schools and
teachers. Lichtenberg retired earlier this year after an illustrious
and fulfilling 10-year career at Mason during which time she
touched the lives of thousands of young people. Read the full
resolution.

Submit Fall Funding Event
Requests by July 22
The Welcome2Mason committee is now
accepting requests for events held
between Sunday, Aug. 21 and Saturday,

Sept. 24. Hosting an event during Welcome2Mason is a great
opportunity for offices to meet new students, showcase
departments, and inform students of changes. If you are hosting
an event during Welcome2Mason or would like to submit a
funding request, complete this form. 
 
FUNDING ELIGIBILITY 

All programs must submit a funding request, even for a
traditional event that has been funded in the past. 
Registered Student Organizations should apply for funding
through the Student Funding Board (not this process). 
Events must be focused primarily on undergraduate
students. 
Events must be open and intended for all students
regardless of major.
The deadline to be considered for funding is 5:00 p.m. ET
on Friday, July 22. Units will be notified the week of Aug.
8 of funding and JVs will be processed in the beginning of
October. 

Mason360 will be the primary source for event information. All
events that you want included in the Welcome2Mason schedule
and on the website must be added in Mason360 AND include
Welcome2Mason as “co-host.” Details and updates can be
found on the Welcome2Mason website. If your department is
not setup in Mason360 or if you have questions, email the
Welcome2Mason committee.

RAMP Grants and
Agreements Modules Now
Live and Accessible
The new Research Administration
Management Portal (RAMP) Grants and
Agreements modules successfully went
live on Monday, July 11, and can be

accessed via the RAMP website. Faculty and staff who have a
question or issue can enter a RAMP ticket for support or send an
email. Virtual live training sessions for RAMP are available for
registration via MasonLEAPS. Visit the “Events Calendar” under
the “Learning” tab and search for “RAMP.” Training sessions
include:  

RAMP Exploratory Lab 
RAMP Create a Funding Proposal 
RAMP Create a Budget 
RAMP Complete SF424 
RAMP Ancillary Review, Certify and Submit, Sponsor
Requests 

Training materials that include a series of short videos and quick
reference guides for RAMP are available to the research
community in MasonLEAPS by searching “RAMP.”  For additional
training information click here. For more RAMP resources, click
here. Email the Project Team with questions. 

VISION DAY 2023

Submit Ideas for Mason
Vision Day 2023 by Sept. 9
With the successful turnout of this
year’s Mason Vision Day for the Green
Machine, we are excited to announce

that Mason Vision Day 2023 will take place Thursday, April 6,
2023! If you have an idea, project, or initiative that you believe
Mason Nation and beyond would support, submit an idea by
11:59 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 9. The finalist will be announced in
January 2023.

CAREER SERVICES

Report: 88% of Grads from
Class of 2021 Achieved
Positive Career Outcome 
University Career Services recently
shared the success of the Mason Class

of 2021 based on the Career Plans Survey. Eighty-eight percent
of graduates overall achieved a positive career outcome within six
months of completing their Mason degree. This positive outcome
of 88 percent is substantially higher than the previous class
(which was 84 percent). Top industries in which new Mason grads
work have remained consistent: consulting/financial services,
education, government, technology and healthcare; and 86
percent were employed in positions related to their career
goals. The Class of 2021 experienced a 6 percent decrease in
those employed in DC, VA and MD (from 92 to 86 percent).
Breakdowns by undergraduate and graduate student across
schools/colleges is searchable on the OIEP website, and more
demographic data is to come. Click here for a breakdown on the
Class of 2021 career outcomes. Click here for data on how
Mason supports career mobility. To learn more, email Saskia
Campbell.

UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION

Leadership Across
Difference: Lessons from
Medieval Spain
This past May, Dr. Nick Lennon,

Director of the Leadership Education and Development (LEAD)
Office, in collaboration with the School of Integrative Studies, took
a group of 20 Mason students to Spain for a program called:
“Leadership Across Difference: Lessons from Medieval Spain.”
The group investigated how, during the medieval era, part of what
is now Spain was ruled by an Islamic civilization called Al-Andalus.
They also visited Toledo, Cordoba, Seville, Granada, and
Madrid. Students learned how to be more effective, ethical
leaders through an examination of historical examples of conflict,
cooperation and collaboration across difference in medieval
Spain. To learn more about the program, visit the LEAD website. 

Leaders Look Back at the
Schar School Democracy Lab
Inaugural Year
Some 70 first-year college students with
common interests in government and
politics lived and studied alongside one
another for a year. The idea was to

foster a different kind of connection between like-minded students
that may not be made in class. Overall, the inaugural year of the
Schar School Learning Community, Democracy Lab, was a
success. Continue reading here.

GRADUATE EDUCATION

Graduate Students and
Junior Academics Eligible to
Apply for Laura Bassi
Scholarship by Aug. 20 
Master’s students, doctoral candidates,
and junior academics (those in the first

five years of full-time employment) whose research focuses on
neglected topics of study, broadly construed, within their
disciplines are eligible to apply for the Laura Bassi Scholarship.
The scholarships are open to every discipline. The value of the
scholarships are:  

Master’s candidates: $750
Doctoral candidates: $2,500
Junior academics: $500

Applications are due Saturday, Aug. 20, and will be announced
Thursday, Aug. 25. For details and to apply, click here.

Grad Students Encouraged
to Apply for IDIA Predoctoral
Fellowships
The Institute for Digital InnovAtion
(IDIA) invites full-time Mason Ph.D. and
M.S. students to apply for competitive
predoctoral fellowships which include a

graduate research assistant stipend, tuition, and
healthcare. Student applicants are encouraged to reach form an
interdisciplinary team of faculty mentors across the Mason
ecosystem and propose an ambitious, interdisciplinary,
convergent research agenda that aligns with IDIA’s mission of
catalyzing cutting-edge computing research that shapes the
future of our digital society and promotes equality, well-being,
security, and prosperity. Applications are due by 11:59 p.m. on
Friday, July 29. Details can be found on the IDIA website.

FACULTY AFFAIRS

Multidisciplinary Mason
Research Team Receives
Nearly $1M DOJ Grant
Researchers in Mason's College of
Health and Human Services and
Volgenau School of Engineering
received a $988,559 grant from the
U.S. Department of Justice, Office of
Justice Programs, for a three-year
study pairing forensic bruise analysis
with machine learning. School of
Nursing Assistant Professor Katherine
Scafide, Director of the Machine
Learning and Inference Laboratory
Janusz Wojtusiak, and Associate
Professor in the Department of Civil,
Environmental, and Infrastructure
Engineering David Lattanzi are
continuing their work on forensic bruise
analysis on diverse skin tones with this
new grant. The team will develop a
new, quantitative approach to identify
the age of a bruise using deep learning
models while determining its reliability
and accuracy. Additionally, the team will
develop a secure, searchable platform
to store digital bruise images providing
a comprehensive look at the healing
process across diverse skin tones. The
platform will integrate deep learning

modeling and support future research and collaboration within the
forensic science community. This research directly builds off a
2019 Summer Impact Grant that the research team received
from the Mason Provost Office. Learn more here.

New Adjunct Faculty
Success Workshop
Scheduled for Aug. 13
The New Adjunct Faculty Success
Workshop will be held Saturday, Aug.
13. The workshop is designed to meet
the unique needs and challenges

that adjunct faculty face, to support transition to campus, and to
develop practical strategies for success with students. The day
will include a broad overview of working at Mason, introductions to
important policies, and sessions to enhance teaching skills for
online and in-person classes. For a schedule overview and to
register, click here.

New Faculty Orientation Set
for Aug. 15 – 16 
New Faculty Orientation is scheduled
for Monday and Tuesday, Aug. 15 – 16,
in Horizon Hall. Orientation sessions

cover a wide variety of topics, including an introduction to Mason's
campus culture, the inside scoop from colleagues on being new to
Mason, and hands-on workshops to enhance your teaching skills
(for both online and in-person classes). To ensure a smooth
transition to the Mason community, all new full-time faculty
members are expected to participate. For a schedule overview
and to register, click here.

RESEARCH

China Academy of Science –
Shenyang Institute of
Automation Now Subject to
Comprehensive U.S. Federal
Export Restrictions  

The U.S. government recently added the China Academy of
Science – Shenyang Institute of Automation (SIA), to its “Entity
List,” effective June 30, 2022. This action prohibits exports to SIA
of any items, technology or software that is subject to the US
export administration regulations. This is a very broad prohibition.
No license exceptions are applicable to potential exports to SIA,
and license applications will be reviewed with a presumption of
denial. The Federal action was taken because SIA both acquired
and attempted to acquire U.S.-origin items in support of military
applications, contrary to the national security or foreign policy
interests of the United States. 

Faculty should email export@gmu.edu if their current research
collaborations or proposed research collaborations involve SIA or
the laboratories and engineering centers it supports, or if they
plan to invite a visitor to Mason from SIA, in order to help navigate
the new federal restrictions. 

SUMMER KNOWLEDGE SERIES

UBC Begins Summer
Knowledge Share Series
University Business Consulting (UBC)
announces its inaugural Summer
Knowledge Share Series, open to all

Mason faculty and staff. Sessions are available both in-person in
Merten Hall and virtually. Zoom information will be provided to all
who register via MasonLEAPs.

Wednesday, July 20 session (12:00 – 1:00 p.m.):
Consulting Project Best Practices
Wednesday, Aug. 17 session (12:00 – 1:00 p.m.):
Successful Facilitation Tips & Tricks

For details on the sessions, the UBC website or email
ubc@gmu.edu.

University Life Gives Back – Summer Days of Service Set
for July 27
We are pleased to share with you that this year’s University Life Gives Back –
Summer Day of Service is scheduled for Wednesday, July 27. We are committed to
providing faculty and staff with the opportunity to make a positive difference and give
back to our communities. We are excited to share we will be able to provide a
combination of both in-person and virtual service projects in which to participate. A
variety of service projects will be available from which to choose and engage.

This year’s day of service is flexible and will allow participants to engage in both virtual
and in-person service opportunities. We realize schedules are complicated, so we have
several service projects to participate in as schedules allow. Also, this year’s service
projects are designed for family and friends to participate in as well!

Faculty and staff must RSVP for a service project (feel free to RSVP for more than one
project) so we can track where our service and outreach is occurring. Please help us
capture our service efforts by participating in our UL Gives Back Social Media
Campaign; use #ULgivesback when posting and sharing photos.

Questions? Email ulprodev@gmu.edu.

STEARNS CENTER

2022 Innovations in Teaching and Learning Conference
Scheduled for Sept. 30
More information about the Innovations in Teaching & Learning conference is coming
soon! Visit the Events page to learn about other exciting events and workshops. 

Want to Learn How to Humanize Your Online Course?
Want to learn how to “humanize” your online course? Humanizing is all about bringing
the human element into our online classrooms to build connections, increase
engagement, and support meaningful learning. This Summer, the Stearns Center Online
Teaching Newsletter will feature tips and best practices for how to humanize online
courses and teaching, to create an inclusive online class environment in which all
students feel that they belong and are welcomed, valued, and respected. Apply these
humanizing elements as you plan and prepare your upcoming online courses for Fall
2022 and beyond! Subscribe now to receive these helpful tips throughout the Summer.

Upcoming Events

To learn what's happening on campus, visit Mason360 for student events and Today@Mason
for everything else. These calendars can be viewed as an overall calendar or sorted by audience
or location. Whether looking for a specific event or browsing for something to do, it's all there. 
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